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Historical Significance: 

The original portion of land in Strathgartney Park was donated to the province by Robert L. 

Cotton on condition it be turned into a provincial park for the enjoyment of all Islanders. The 

property officially opened as PEI’s first provincial park July 1, 1958. 

The homestead is recognized (1996) as a National Historic Site by the Historic Sites and 

Monuments Board of Canada.  It is a 32-acre remnant of the 490-acre estate of Robert Bruce 

Stewart, a nineteenth-century landowner; illustrative of the land tenure system that dominated 

Prince Edward Island until the passage of the Land Purchase Act of 1875. 

Spectacular Natural Features: 

The Pileated Woodpecker, pictured above, was extirpated (extinct) from PEI for many years.  It 

has returned to the Strathgartney area again, but only because there is suitable habitat available 

which consists of the old growth forest. 

Other noteworthy species are 

 Early Hairstreak butterfly, the only specimen in the Maritimes, has been collected here; 

 Peltigera degenii is a lichen in Strathgartney, the only site found in PEI so far. 
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 American Beech trees occur in this area that would have been seedlings at the time PEI 

entered Confederation.   

Only 3 % of the Island forest is over 18 metres tall and only 4 % of that is Beech forest, so only 

one-tenth of one percent of PEI is Beech forest.  The Beech trees at this location are particularly 

spectacular as they are not as diseased with beech canker as trees are elsewhere. 

The biodiversity contained within the Strathgartney area is threatened by the proposed 

development (with its 600 foot right-of-way) because it would further fragment the natural 

habitat.  Such sites are scarce in PEI due to centuries of human impact. As the great American 

scientist E. O. Wilson noted in 2002in his book The Future of Life:   

“Humanity has so far played the role of planetary killer concerned only with its own 

short term survival.  We have cut much of the heart out of biodiversity.”  

Scenic and Emotional Importance: 

As one of the first provincial parks, this park has a strong emotional attachment for Islanders.  It 

had been identified as the number one preferred location for a provincial museum due to a 

variety of factors in the 1980's, and remains a top scenic site for tourism promotions.  The 

scenery in this location is one of the best on the south shore and central PEI, so much so that it 

was the first place to have a scenic pull-off constructed so that people could stop and take photos. 

 

Both Strathgartney Provincial Park and the privately-owned Stratgartney Homestead property are 

designated as protected sites under the Natural Areas Protection Act.  The private homestead 

property cannot be removed from that designation. 

The Strathgartney area is highly important for its cultural and natural history as well as its scenic 

quality.  This jewel must continue to be protected.  Speak out for it. By November 30
th

 send a 

short personal note stating your own views to gateway@gov.pe.ca  or fax (902)368-5395 or by 

mail to Department of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal, Re: Atlantic Gateway, PO Box 

2000 Charlottetown, PE C1A 7N8  

For further information contact the Natural History Society; president Ian Scott at 

scotts@pei.sympatico.ca phone (902)892-5796, or past-president Diane Griffin at 

dianegriffinpei@yahoo.ca   Visit our web site at http://naturepei.ca 
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